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.                       The participants in front of the Cologne Cathedral.  
From left to right .First row: Riccardo Chetoni, Italy; Michel Mailhot, Canada; Ulrich Biber, Germany;  

Heinrich Vogel, Germany; Dogan Basak, Turkey; Ali Refi Enginsal, Turkey, José Asturias, Guatemala; 

Second row: Dick Jones, Wales; Jean-Paul Michel, France; Wolf Ruecker, Germany; Gerhard Schmitz, Germany; 

Laura Chetoni, Italy; Liss Asturias, Guatemala 
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0. INTRODUCTION 
Dear Fellow Collector, 

After the meetings in Istanbul in 2006, in Paris in 

2008, this yearôs biannual meeting was held in 

Cologne, Germany. 

As you can see the participants came from all 

over the world. They travelled by air, train and 

automobile, in spite of a hurricane in Costa Rica 

and a transportation strike in Madrid that 

hampered the plans of some travellers, all 

miraculously arrived in Cologne on time. 

Unfortunately some of our group could not come 

for different reasons, but I hope they can next 

meeting in 2012. 

 

Picture right is the official poster for this meeting 

with the flags of the countries of the participating 

Collectors and a typical shape of plumb bob of 

each country. 

 

 Everyone had a 

special 

identification card 

with his name and 

the flag of his 

coutry. 

 

As a small memento of the occasion, all 

participants received a miniature plumb bob. See 

picture below with my business card to indicate 

the scale of these gifts. 

 

Below you will find photos contributed by 

different collectors. We did not have problems 

with the capacity of camera memory chips, but by 

the end of the visit, in the museum of Gerhard 

Schmitz, the batteries in many cameras were 

totally exhausted. J 

 

Since this report is published in the www I tried to 

use no private photos for this Plumbbob News. 

 

Below you will find a short introduction to each 

point in our meeting agenda and some photos to 

illustrate the high points of interest. 

 

We lodged together in the Kolping Hotel Am 

Römerturm in 

the City of 

Cologne, 10 

minutes from 

the Cathedral 

and the 

railway 

station. 

Most of us 

were already 

there the 

evening 

before the 

official start, 

so we had 

some extra 

hours to ñtalk 

plumb bobò. 

Figure right: 

First 

impression, 

the Cathedral 

of Cologne. 
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Wolf Ruecker gave information about the 

different plumb bob shapes produced by the 

factory Gampper, Alsenz, Germany.  

More details on demand. 

Figure above: Plumb bobs from Gampper, 

German producer of plumb bobs since more than 

100 years. On this picture you see at the left side 

plumb bobs not shown in the actual catalogue. 

Figures below and right: Special edition 1980 by 

Mercedes for the exhibition ĂBAUMA ó80ñ in 

Munich, Germany as a nickel plated and a gold 

plated bob with the logo of Mercedes. Beside you 

find the common zinc-die-cast plumb bob. 

 

 

 

Figures right: José Asturias 

brought us some typical brass 

plumb bobs in two different 

shapes with wooden spacer, 

produced recently in Guatemala. 
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1. THE HIGH ROOF OF THE 
COLOGNE CATHEDRAL 

On the first day, we had a very special guided tour 

which included the high roof of the Cathedral. The 

group was limited to 17; that was the maximum 

capacity of the elevator. 

On the figure right you see this elevator that 

brought us up to the roof.  

 

It was cloudy but dry so we were allowed to walk 

outside onto the roof where we could see up close 

the cathedral sculptures and then from this vantage 

point, all the way down to the central station. 

 


























